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I find it absolutely fascinating that with all the money BP 
has they can’t find a way to fix the leak.  I have decided the 
main reason is that they don’t have a woman in charge of 
stopping it. Women are ten times better at stopping leaks 
then men. Any mom knows how to stop a Nose Bleed and 
I guarantee you will get 5-10 different methods of stopping 
it and all of them work. Women have been finding ways to 
stop leaks for centuries. The finger in the dike in Holland - 
that was a girl who did it. Changing the flow of the Chicago 
River - everyone thinks that the Army Corps Engineers did 
that but what you don’t know is that the head person was a 
woman. See where I am going with this. So if BP wants to 
stop the leak in the Gulf, they better put a woman in charge 
right now.
 
If you follow the weather and natural disasters, you will 
know that Guatemala got hit with several disasters last 
week. First the Volcano erupted and the lightning storm fol-
lowed.  After that was a ton or rain.  All those combined did 
a number on Guatemala.  The affect on us is higher prices 
on Patty Pans, French Beans and other specialty items. 
Most of the growers in Guatemala think they will be back to 
normal are a few weeks but that is if nothing else happens. 
You can expect prices to stay tight on all those items that 
come from Guatemala in the mean time.
 
Asparagus is rolling along. Local, Peru, Washington and 
California are all producing. Our main gun is Michigan 
right now and that should go for 2-3 more weeks. Blueber-
ries are coming from California, Florida, and Georgia and 
will move
North as the summer gets going. The weather has improved 
in the south which is very good news for us because it 
means more crops produced closer to Illinois which is a 

Market Report good thing but not always the cheapest thing. There is a 
big misconception when it comes to price that if you grow 
it closer to where it’s consumed it’s cheaper. Bull. Prices 
at Farmers Markets are usually higher then wholesale. 
Remember what I said wholesale not retail. Your grocery 
store marks up product an average of 35% or more. Farmers 
Markets are slightly less but they still get a good mark up. If 
I got those mark ups I’d retire in one year. 
 
That’s one of the reasons I fight with some farmers because 
I believe that you can’t charge those prices to wholesalers 
who have to resale it to Restaurants. I do have some great 
growers who go along with me and charge me lower prices 
then what the sell at farmers market so we can compete 
with retailers and get more local produce product into our 
customers. By the way I do this with organic product all the 
time. I sell it for convential prices or lower if I can. Case in 
point is Crenshaw, Honeydew and Cantaloupe Melons.  We 
were selling them all last week at below regular prices but 
most customers didn’t even notice. We don’t get to advertise 
this because my growers do not tell me when they are going 
to do it and the product just shows up. Good for my custom-
ers but bad for marketing. Oh well. Enjoy the organic prod-
uct because you don’t pay extra for it. How is that for value?
 
Beans are going back down next week. Fava beans are still 
high and so are English Peas. Yellow Wax Beans are starting 
to come more but still high priced. Cucs are split, the prod-
uct from Mexico which is better quality but higher priced 
whereas the product from Florida is cheaper but not as 
good. Broccoli is going down both on regular and crowns. 
Cauliflower is still down and good supplies are available, 
don’t forget you can also get other colors -  Orange, Purple 
and Green Cauliflower but they do have gaps in production 
so if you plan in using colored cauliflower call and check 
on availability, so you don’t get all mad when it doesn’t 



Testa Produce, Inc.  1501 S. Blue Island Ave  Chicago, IL 60608     www.testaproduce.com      312-226-3237

  Market Report, Cont’d...

I am the fragrant fruit of the Carica pentagona.  Though 
closely related to the papaya, my tree is smaller, but I 
am taller and more slender.  Originally from the low-
land areas of Central and South America, until recently 
I was only consumed locally.  Rarely found in the 
United States, I have found a home in parts of England 
and now I am enjoyed locally there.  I am a five-sided 
fruit with an edible skin.  Pale green at birth, I mature 
to a rich, bright golden yellow from my pointed tip to 
my blunt end, all ten inches!  Both my color and shape 
allow for beautiful slices that show off my pale, moist, 
pink and juicy flesh.  My flavor is a cross between 
banana and pineapple, but some consider my scent to 
be that of strawberries.  I have a refreshing melon-like 
texture and the softer I feel, the sweeter I eat.  Though 
I have been used for sorbets and sauces, I am best 
eaten out of hand, on fruit plates or in fruit salads.  On 
my own or combined with any green I make an un-
usual, pretty, refreshing garnish.  I have three times 
the amount of papain as a papaya, which makes me a 
very good aid to digestion.  I am also a good source of 
vitamins A and C.

Mango, Case  $9.75
Testa Item # 25050

Pineapple, 8ct  $12.90
Testa Item #31603

Melons, Crenshaw  Case  $18.00
Testa Item # 25351/65157

Organic Peaches, 70ct.  $21.00
Testa Item # 68413

Quantities are Limited.
Available While Supplies Last! 

BE SURE TO USE THESE ITEM NUMBERS!

Produce Quiz

Sale Items

Last Quiz Answer:     TAT SOI

show up on your order.  Baby Cauliflower is also available. 
Celery is higher, Cabbage is steady - both red and green. 
Carrots are higher, but Michigan will start soon which will 
lower the price. Eggplant is steady. Baby Eggplants have 
great Quality but Japanese Eggplant is a problem. Growers 
are not producing enough to go around and supply gaps are 
becoming a problem. Japanese Eggplant does not have a 
good shelf life and goes bad quickly. It is one of the fast-
est deteriorating vegetables on the planet, so keeping good 
quality is problematic.  That is why baby eggplant helps 
when Japanese Eggplant is junk which is most of the time 
and unless you live next to the field, then you don’t have 
the problem that everyone also does.
 
The Pepper Market is much better. Prices have gone down 
and production has gone up. That’s a good deal. Nappa is 
down. Bok Choy is up. Green Onions are steady. Zucchini 
and Yellow Squash are split. The Florida Product is good; 
Mexico is good also but higher priced.
 
The tomatoes Market has finally become a buyer’s Market. 
Selection is getting better all the time. Flavor is improving 
and local Production will begin shortly with Tennessee. 
That is good since Tennessee staff will have more flavor, 
then most of the Florida crops. We also have Yellow Grape 
Tomatoes, Mixed Medley Tomatoes, Yellow Cherry Toma-
toes, Heirloom Tomatoes, On the Vine Tomatoes, Yellow 
Tomatoes and Wild Wonder Red and Yellow Teardrops, to 
name a few.
 
Yellow Watermelon is back, Red Seedless is getting bet-
ter. Cherries are better and lower priced.  Apricots are 
excellent, White Peaches, White Nectarines, Dinosaur Egg 
Pluots, Tree Ripened Peaches, Nectarines are available. 
Also Saturn Peaches are available. The Really Good Stuff 
is not here yet but it’s coming in about 3-4 weeks. We deal 
with some small citrus and stone fruit growers who do not 
ship large volumes but they have outstanding product the 
kind your customer will go crazy for but you have to wait 
till they are ready, which will be soon.
If you want to pre-order this type of product let your sales 
person know and
I will take care of you.
 
Figs are starting back up and prices are dropping as I write. 
We should have some available next week if you need 
them. If you like Cherries order them now, don’t wait or 
you will miss out. The Berry Situation is in good shape, 
Strawberries are excellent and Price is down Raspberries 
are also in good supply and price is down Blueberries are 
excellent and price is down. Blackberries are great and yes 
price is down and don’t forget Cape Goose Berries, they are 

available if you want. There are some new stems but my arm 
is tired so I’ll write about those next week.


