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  Market Report

Outlook for the Week of   

 October 24, 
2010

The weather can cause all kinds of problems when 
you least expect it. Right now in California we 
are seeing weather affecting the Strawberry fields 
quite a lot. Growers are saying that Strawberries 
are going to be a tough issue for the next month- 
prices are going up and supply is going down. We 
are caught in a perfect storm. Growers are switch-
ing growing areas over the next few weeks- the 
old fields are not producing enough product and 
the new fields are no ready so what does every 
farmer do when this happens? – Raise prices and 
not ship. And that is exactly what Driscoll did. 
They don’t have product to load and so every truck 
will wait 3-4 days for product which will drive up 
the cost of freight, but growers don’t have to deal 
with that- I do. Of course everyone will be looking 
for the best deal and that could cause all kinds of 
problems because even if you get Berries, you still 
got to sell them. We put prices out every week so 
lets see what happens and hope they ship a lot to 
Chicago.

If you need a good deal next week, take Heirloom 
Tomatoes- they are dirt-cheap and flavor is excel-
lent. Not a lot of low prices next week. A lot of 
items are staring to turn around and go the other 
way, which is higher, so some deals my end this 
week like Carrots, Celery, Peppers and Green As-
paragus are still down but by the end of the week 

Market Report look for a higher price. Peru slowed down ship-
ping and Mexico slowed down also because the 
market was too cheap and supplies will tighten up 
over the next few weeks. Beans are still high. Cucs 
have gone much higher. Celery is turning around 
and going up. Green Onions are going up also. Red 
Peppers moved up and so did Yellow, Green are 
about the same. Onions are steady for now, good 
supplies have kept prices stable for now. Potatoes 
are moving- and hopefully down is the way they 
should go, but only some are doing that. Bee Reds 
are higher, Yukon Golds are higher, Local Russets 
are the same but Box Potatoes still are challenging. 

The Squash market is on fire right now and I don’t 
mean prices- I mean availability. You have at least 
8-10 different squashes to choose from so you 
are only limited by your Chef or your skill level 
in working with Squash. Squash for the fall is a 
winner on everyone’s menu, customers are looking 
for it and they want the heartiness of Squash when 
the weather is a little nippy. A good soup does the 
same thing but when you serve it in the Squash it’s 
so much better. Some of the Local Squash will run 
out because of limited pickings and frost. 

Tomatoes are down from last week with the excep-
tion of Plum Tomatoes which are still high. Cherry 
Tomatoes are also very high and look to stay that 
way all week. The Florida growing season is under 
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  Market Report, Cont’d...

Long ago and far away, you may have picked me up 
along the roadside or maybe stumbled across me as 
you haunted the dark winding cemetery paths.  I was 
so like my bright white cousin with her closely drawn 
veil, but instead, you chose me with my tan skin.  And, 
the darker my skin, the more beautiful you found me, 
even with my torn or missing veil.  You called to me in 
Italian and ignored my older sisters who were flaunt-
ing their dark gills nearby.  Cultivated on a huge scale 
since the time of France’s Louis XIV, I may be the best 
known of my kind in the western world.   My ring is 
partially upturned and quite small and you may get a 
faint red stain from caressing my head or neck.  I have 
a heartier, richer flavor than my perfect white cousin.  
Ready any time and nearly any place, I can couple with 
most cuisine, but you’d do best to marry me well with 
beef, wild game and vegetable dishes.  Just wipe me 
clean and enjoy low calories and high fiber.   I may not 
be the Prince of my family, nor do they compare me to 
filet mignon, but call me a baby of my big sister, and 
I’ll fetch a premium market price.

Pinneapple, Case 8ct  $14.75                    Testa Item #31603 
Tomatoes, Mix Heirloom Case $14.50    Testa Item#02459
Squash, Acorn Green Case $14.50           Testa Item # 01200
Potatoes, 100ct Case $17.50                    Testa Item#35165

Quantities are Limited.
Available While Supplies Last! 

BE SURE TO USE THESE ITEM NUMBERS!

Produce Quiz

Sale Items

Last Quiz Answer:   Saffron

way so watch the weather over the next few weeks 
and if you see freezing temps in Florida, well you 
know the answer to that. There are some of the 
retail items available: Campari Tomatoes, Yellow 
On Vine, Tomato Berry and some Heirloom Cher-
ry Tomatoes, Yellow Grape, Red Teardrop. The 
fall season on Tomatoes usually will start cranking 
in a week or two.

The other Berries are a good news deal, the price 
of Blueberries fell faster than a speeding bullet as 
predicted. Reds are steady, Blacks are steady also. 

Red and Green Grapes are excellent but a touch 
higher. Black are also higher. You can still get 
Concord, Globe and Italian Grapes if you need. 
Wine Grape season is also here. If you make wine 
your Grapes are available but if you pick them up 
from the Wine Grape guy its always more fun. I 
would be no good at wine making, I like wine but 
I don’t feel the need to get that close to it, I would 
rather be surprised but how good or bad it is. My 
grandfather made wine but nobody could drink 
it but him, that’s how strong it was. But it helped 
him, he lived to 89- not bad. 

Lemons are still a huge problem, suppliers are not 
catching up as fast because product is not avail-
able, or there is not enough to go around- prices 
have gone up quite a bit and most growers will 
not have enough for everyone. The other problem 
with Lemons is demand really doesn’t go down 
because Lemons can’t be substituted with any-
thing else. Can you imagine going to your favor-
ite fish place and no lemons, but they gave you a 
squirt bottle of Lemon juice?- Just not the same. 

In a few weeks we will start back up the organic 
Citrus program and it will be Bigger and Better 
and Cheaper than last year, so be patient- its com-
ing. 

If you use Figs, remember the season is in transi-
tion and product is only coming in once a week 

- we can only get a pro rated share and that runs 
out quickly so try and tell your sales person what 
you need so we can keep you supplied. The Candy 
Stripes Figs are done. Good Tangerines are starting, 
Clementines are in, Great Pears (Comice), Local 
Apples are running strong so jump in. 


