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  Market Report

Outlook for the Week of   

 January 24, 
2011

With about 5-6 weeks till we move, you can 
expect things are a little crazy at Testa right now. 
Our plan is to move in one day- that is an enor-
mous task but we can do it. It will happen over 
a weekend; the exact date we will figure out in a 
week or two- depending on final inspection from 
the city and getting all the little stuff done before 
we go. We are still looking for someone to buy or 
lease our old facility. So if you want to make a lit-
tle extra cash- if you know anybody that needs a 
great warehouse, our old one is available and it’s 
in great shape. We need to put to rest a rumor that 
bothers me a bit- although the new warehouse is 
significantly bigger and will cost more money, it 
is designed to also significantly reduce my fixed 
expenses over the years and to greatly increase 
our efficiencies in operation. These things greatly 
control our cost, which reduces our expenses on 
fixed cost. As everyone is painfully aware, if you 
can control your cost, the better financially you 
will be and that is exactly what we are doing. And 
the good news off of that is my customers will 
not have to pay more. But over the years, we will 
be more competitive, not less, and that’s the big 
plus for the new building. 

The markets are still very high on product next 
week and the two biggest are Lettuce and Ro-

Market Report maine- both items are in extremely bad shape. 
The Lettuce growers are losing over 50% of the 
fields in Yuma to the disease I spoke about last 
week. Romaine is just getting slammed with bad 
weather and cold temps, along with all the rain 
they had- the quality is sub par but the price is 
super high. In general, Row Crops are taking a 
beating. Endive and Escarole are at the highest 
price in years. Beans are still in the stratosphere in 
price, the growers are having a tough time getting 
any new crops to produce for at least another 4 
weeks or so. Corn is also still very expensive and 
in short supply. Asparagus has come down again 
so it’s a good time to feature it on the menu. Cucs 
are steady, Eggplant is much higher, Seedless 
Cucs are steady. 

French Beans are getting better. Wax Beans are 
not available and if you can find them, you need a 
bank to buy them. Baby Veggies are very reason-
able next week. Baby Peeled Carrots with tops are 
on sale next week, so give them a try- if you don’t 
use them, now would be a good time. 

Herbs are still having issues because of weather 
and lack of supply. Prices are tightening up and 
product needs to be pre-booked. Always a very 
difficult task when you don’t know volume on 
a day-to-day basis. Frisee is extremely tight and 
Blonde product is impossible to find. The main 
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  Market Report, Cont’d...

From my tree that can grow over 20 feet high, I am 
the largest of the citrus fruits. Originally from Asia, 
where I have been grown for over 4000 years, 
today I am also cultivated in Israel, California, 
Florida and other tropical and subtropical regions. 
I can be as big as a human’s head weighing up to 
13 pounds. My think, coarse, yellow/green/pink 
skin peels easily and depending on my variety I 
may be sweet, bitter, full of flavor or tasteless. My 
Chandler variety (popular in the United States) is 
very sweet and has pink flesh. I have two names; 
one is common while the other is a captain’s name 
from East India who left our seeds in Barbados on 
his journey back to England. I am very popular 
with the Vietnamese because of my significance to 
their New Years festivities. I have been considered 
by many to be one of the parents of the grapefruit, 
the other being a sweet orange tree. I have been 
candied, used in marmalade, added to fruit salads, 
cooked into a sauce, or simply eaten out of hand. I 
am a good source of vitamin C and potassium. I am 
also considered a stomachic, known to stimulate 
the appetite and to facilitate digestion.

Pinneapple, Case 8ct  $13.75                    Testa Item #31603 
Oranges, Clementine Small Box $6.95    Testa Item# 00384
Carrots, Baby Peeled w/ top, 5# $19.50   Testa Item #05084

Quantities are Limited.
Available While Supplies Last! 

BE SURE TO USE THESE ITEM NUMBERS!

Produce Quiz

Sale Items

Last Quiz Answer: Beets

grower out there is in a 2-3 week gap and has no 
good product to sell, so most of the Frisee avail-
able is Green. Baby Lettuce are also in short 
supply and most growers are waiting on transpor-
tation to help them out because product is com-
ing from across the border and the delays getting 
trucks across the border are causing issues in sup-
ply. Broc came down for now but don’t expect 
that to last long. Cauliflower is going up. Celery 
is still high. 

Brussel Sprouts are going back up again. Cab-
bage is still high on both Red and Green. Car-
rots will stay high priced till all the fields dry out 
in California- unless you want to use Canadian 
product or Mexican product. I will see what di-
rection we will go with. Cilantro is steady, Dan-
delions are high, Garlic is going to stay high for a 
while. Chinese supply has started but I still think 
California product is superior to the Chinese 
product. Green Onions are still high, Boston Let-
tuce is steady, Leeks are steady, Kale is steady, 
and Nappa and Bok Choy are going up. Pea Pods 
are down and cheap. The Pepper market is very 
active and prices are all over the board. 

The Potato market is getting crazy, prices shot 
up again this week and it looks like it could keep 
going. We will be watching this market closely to 
see how high its going to get. 

Spinach is another item that has gone crazy, only 
for a short time, but the price is in the high twen-
ties. Zucchini and Yellow Squash are steady. 
Tomato prices have started to go up again but 
mostly on small sizes. 

Strawberries are coming down but mostly due 
to lack of demand. Supplies are still tight, but if 
you don’t have any demand who cares what the 
price is. Raspberries are very tight and expensive. 
Blackberries are reasonable and Blueberries are 
excellent. 

Clementines are on sale next week and you can’t 
go wrong with them for anything you want to use 
them for. We do have excellent Pears, Grapefruit, 
Apricots, and Nectarines, Peaches, and Plums 
from offshore. 


