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  Market Report

Outlook for the Week of   

August 22, 
2011

Testa Produce suffered a loss this week of one of 
our senior drivers Mike Cassara. Mike was well 
known with our customers on our Northern routes 
and was always top rated be our customers for his 
attention to detail and service-orientated approach 
to his job. Mike had many friends at Testa Pro-
duce, Inc. He will be missed greatly by everyone. 
The family is making private arrangements. 

The Air & Water Show hit town this weekend and 
with it brought millions of people to Chicago’s 
lakefront. The party started early and went all day, 
while viewers were treated to some of the finest 
air show planes around. It is really cool to watch 
and sometimes loud, but if your Walter Jacobson, 
you don’t want loud, you want quiet because your 
old and crabby and don’t want anyone to have fun. 
He thinks we should stop the Air & Water Show. I 
think he’s all wet. 

The weather has been a challenge this year but 
now we are finishing summer and going to fall, 
where did the time go? Winter will be here shortly 
and back to long johns and big coats. 

You will be happy to know that produce prices 
posted their biggest jump in 3 years- that’s always 
a fun fact you need- as bad as an enema. 

Market Report Produce prices have continued to go up because of 
all the difficulty with growing areas and weather 
this year, my farmers and my suppliers in Michi-
gan told me they have not seen a market this high 
in a long time and some of the stable crops are hav-
ing big issues because of weather. Two of my Blue-
berry shippers are done early because hail damaged 
their entire crop. The heat caused major issues for 
Watermelon, Corn, and Squash- All three are much 
higher this year than last year. Local Corn has had 
big issues with quality and that never happens. 
This year everyone has issues. Some crates and 
bags are perfect, and in that same lot, you got crap, 
but you don’t know till you go to use it- that when 
you find the problems. Bean prices went right back 
up again, Cucs are higher, and Corn is steady. As-
paragus is higher and sizing is reeling its ugly head 
again. Growers are trying to pass off smaller sizes 
for standard and large, which usually happens this 
time of year, unfortunately every grower is doing 
it- which causes the problem to get much bigger 
because there are only so many growers of Aspara-
gus at this time of year and that doesn’t leave you 
with a lot of choices to buy from.  

Celery is steady, Cabbage is steady, and Red Cab-
bage is up. Green, Red, and Spanish Onions are all 
steady. Head Lettuce is steady but price is going 
up. Romaine is steady but local product is going 
great and with a little luck prices will stay down. 
Leaf Lettuce is higher on both Red and Green Let-
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Held sacred by some, I originally owe my life and subsequent 
growth to a wasp.  While you will consume as a single fruit, I am 
actually a collection of over 1500 seeds attached to the inside of 
a vase shaped structure know as a syconium or more commonly 
known as my skin.  I was a staple of ancient Mediterranean civili-
zations.  I was originally cultivated in Egypt around 4000 BC. In 
1776 the Spanish Franciscan Missionaries who settled in Southern 
California introduced me to America.  I have over 600 relatives and 
we are often used as a symbol of peace or prosperity.  We are the 
sweetest of the sweet as we have the highest sugar content of any 
non fermented fruit.  We cross every racial barrier, as our skin can 
be any shade of brown, black, green, purple, or red.  I have a soft 
juicy texture and a sweet nut-like flavor.  Best consumer fresh I am 
also found in cookies, pudding, canned, concentrated, or pureed.  
For the fancy folk I can often be seem hamming it up.  I am a good 
source of iron, calcium, and phosphorus.

Produce Quiz

Last Quiz Answer: Burdock Root

Tomatoes, Cherry Flat 12pt  $10.00                      Testa Item #40156
Tomatoes, Cherry Organic  Flat  $10.00               Testa Item #63812
Tomatoes, Grape Organic  Flat  $10.00                Testa Item #64992
Tomatoes, Grape  Flat  $10.00                              Testa Item #40113
Cantaloupe, Case 9ct   $12.95                              Testa Item #5094
Basil, Pound    $6.50                                             Testa Item #3050

Quantities are Limited. Available While Supplies Last!
BE SURE TO USE THESE ITEM NUMBERS!

Sale Items

tuce, Boston Lettuce is higher, and Mesclun is 
steady. Artichokes are a mixed bag, large sizes 
are cheaper but small loose are much higher. 

Zucchini and Yellow Squash are all over the 
board- some growers are plowing crop under 
because of quality and others are fine but high 
priced. Eggplant is going strong but higher. 
Potato prices are all over the board as well- new 
local product will start late next week, we will 
wait and see if product is good or not. 

Figs are back and price is going down, so now is 
the time to use Figs. Some customers are look-
ing for Candy Stripe Figs, those will not be ready 
till the middle of September, maybe earlier. But 
that’s what they are telling me. 

Pluot Plums are back and excellent quality. 
Champagne Grapes make and outstanding ad-
dition to a Cheese plate or on the side of any 
main dish. Great tasting White Peaches, White 
Nectarines, and Regular Peaches and Plums 
are also available. Michigan Peaches are in and 
going fast. Try some Barhi Dates on Vine, but 
pre-orders only, it takes a few days. At the end of 
the market report there is a short description with 
more information about Barhi Dates.

Strawberries have been a real challenge lately, 
prices appear to be heading up again, mostly 
due to quality issues. Berries are breaking down 
quickly. Blues are slowing down in Michigan 
because of weather. Blackberries are very tight, 
switching growing areas. Raspberries are cheaper 
and plentiful. 

Green and Red Grapes should be much better 
this week, higher sugar and larger size. That sce-
nario works with children also, give them more 
sugar and they will get big also (Bad Idea). 

More items available this week are: Tuscan Kale, 
Pee Wee Potatoes, Okinawa Sweet Potatoes, 
Black Garlic, Kale Salad (pre-order), Rainbow 

Follow us on: 
Facebook: Testa Produce, Inc.
Twitter: @testaproducecinc

  Market Report, Cont’d... Chard, Bitter Melon, Taro Root, Wasabi Peas, Key 
Limes, Yucca, Corn Husks, Achiote Paste, Asian 
Pears, Bee Pollen, Crispy Noodles, and Sugar Cane – 
to name a few. 

Barhi Dates: In the U.S. the Barhi Date variety is 
unique in that it can be picked when it is yellow, 
firm, crunchy, and sweet. They were imported to 
California from Iraq in 1913 and have been grown in 
modest acreage in the Coachella desert. The Barhi’s 
flavor is mild and delicate; they are a delicacy in 
Persian culture. They will keep in refrigeration for 
several months, which is nice to know, since they are 
a fabulous décor item. As the Dates become more 
mature, they will get soft and translucent, this is a 
fabulous “fresh/dry’ stage of Dates that is rarely seen 
off the vine! Enjoy them while you can! 


