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  Market Report

Outlook for the Week of   

January 8, 
2013

Apples are excellent and the market is higher. 
New York is packing Empires, Golden Delicious, 
Red Delicious, Romes, and McIntosh with some 
limited numbers of Courtland available. Small 
Granny Smith and small Gala Apples are in ex-
tremely short supply. Washington Reds are peak-
ing on 88/100s and Golden Delicious are heavy on 
the same sizes with the extra-fancy grade. Other 
available Washington varieties are Pink Ladys, 
Cameos, Jonagolds, Braeburns, Romes, and Jazz. 
D’Anjou Pears are heavier on larger sizes and 
Bartletts are still producing 110 and larger. Bartlett 
supplies are light on all sizes and Bosc and Red 
Pears are still available. 

Asparagus is higher and quality is good. The 
market is active on all sizes yet due to weather 
in Mexico, the availability of this item is scarce. 
Make sure you place your orders as soon as pos-
sible. Avocado is steady and quality is excellent. 
Mexico is the major supplier for this commodity 
and volume is good. There are limited amounts of 
Chilean product is available as well.

Western Bell Peppers are steady and quality is 
good. The market is slightly unsettled and the mar-
keting is moving upward slightly on larger fruit. 
Southern California is wrapped up. Open Field 
Red Bells are steady with light supplies. Grow-

Market Report ers are anticipating slight increase in production. 
Gold Bells are settling and there are good supplies. 
Eastern Bells are steady and as long as the weather 
cooperates, they should stay that way. 

Strawberries are steady and quality is good. De-
mand is lighter. California Strawberry growing 
areas did get some light rain, which will hurt qual-
ity. Light color is coming out of California due to 
rain and cold weather. Supplies from California 
will be limited until the end of the month. Supplies 
are starting to build out of Florida and Mexico 
with a weaker market and good quality. Raspberry 
demand is picking up as supplies are dropping so 
the market is firming up. Quality has been good 
so far. Blackberries supplies have tightened up but 
demand is light and keeping the market steady. 
Quality is good. Blueberries are in good supplies 
and demand is causing a strong market. 

Broccoli is active on bunched product and crowns. 
There has been a shipping gap because of weather 
in Yuma and Santa Maria. Demand exceeds sup-
ply. Supplies are light throughout the week and 
pricing is expected to rise. Carrot supplies are light 
and demand is much better. Growing regions are 
finished for the season. Cauliflower is active and 
supplies are light. Some spotting issues have been 
seen so please be aware of that. Celery is active on 
all sizing and is better on smaller sizes. 
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I am a native of Malaysia, although I flourish year round in Bra-
zil, United States, Mexico and Israel.  I am not alone on my 
branch.  My fragrant, white and red petals always accompany 
me.  Although my diameter ranges from 1 to 2 inches and I am 
thin skinned, this is no indication of the pulpy punch my flavor 
packs.  My potent juice is added to cakes, soups, sauces, punch-
es, fish, sorbet, and pies.  In Florida, one of my unique varieties 
has been known to open doors, but it might take a while.  But 
most often my glistening, bright, smooth skin garnishes sum-
mertime specialties.  I share many characteristics with a cousin 
fruit, and often we are used together.  I am an excellent source 
of Vitamin C as well as potassium, folic acid, and calcium.  I am 
also good for your daily bouts of scurvy, but not when squeezed 
into beer.

Produce Quiz

Last Quiz Answer:  Lychee

Lemon volume is good and the market is higher. 
Navel Oranges are in good volume but weather 
has tightened supplies up a bit. Product is pack-
ing heavy on the fancy grade and peaking on 
smaller sizes. Lime supplies are fair with some 
quality issues. The market is firming. Western 
Cucs are unsettled and production has been inter-
rupted by the weather. Domestic crop is ending 
and some quality issues have come up so the 
market is tightening up. Pricing will be high at 
first but should come down a bit into next week. 
Eggplant is steady and quality is excellent. East-
ern product availability, price, and quality are hit 
or miss right now. Potatoes are steady and quality 
is excellent, however, extreme cold temperatures 
in Idaho mean that Potatoes are limited. 

Offshore Melons are still very large with bet-
ter volume of Cantaloupe right now. Markets 
are strengthening for Honeydew. Watermelon is 
steady and quality is good. Demand exceeds on 
seedless and Seeded Watermelon availability is 
still sporadic. 
Domestic Red Grapes are done and West Coast 
offshore Red Grapes are not available. Overall 
Green Grapes are steady and quality is good. 
Greens from Brazil, Peru, and now Chile are 
available. The Chilean product seems to have the 
best quality right now. Red Globes are also avail-
able.

Green Onions are strong with higher markets and 
fair quality. Suppliers are light with availability 
out of Mexico and we are seeing some escalated 
pricing. Some quality issues have been reported. 
Washington and Idaho/Oregon Onions are higher 
on Yellows. Current cold temps are putting a 
damper in the market because packers have 
to pull from storage. Washington is producing 
mostly mediums and jumbos, and White Onions 
are higher in both areas because of lower avail-
ability. Quality has been good on all colors. 

Leaf Lettuce is higher and quality is only fair. 
The market is stronger on all Leaf items and 
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Facebook: Testa Produce, Inc.
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  Market Report, Cont’d... demand is exceeding supplies. Romaine Hearts are 
light with some quality issues. Overall Green and 
Red Leaf is stronger in the market though. Iceberg 
Lettuce is higher and quality is fair. Cold weather 
hindered supplies so demand exceeds supplies right 
now. Extreme, continual cold weather has caused 
row crop items to be very scarce. 

Western Squash is unsettled on Italian and Straigh-
neck Squash and both are trending upward. Supplies 
are improving but there are still some areas experi-
encing gaps and/or quality issues. Eastern Squash 
remains strong but should lighten up towards the end 
of the week as temps warm up. Hichiya and Fuyu 
Persimmons are available as well as Pomegranates 
all with good volume and quality. Offshore Peaches 
and Nectarines are available as well. Tomatoes are 
steady and quality is good. Vine Ripe and Roma 
productions are improving in Mexico and Cherry 
Tomatoes remain short with plenty of Grape Tomato 
supplies in the west. Florida Tomatoes have a decent 
production with lots of rounds, Romas, and Grape 
Tomatoes available with good quality. 

Do you have a Smart Phone? Down-
load the free QR Code Reader App and 
link directly to our Facebook! TRY IT!


